A History of Flooding

Before
1920
Old-timers say that the Indians looked
down from what is now Hillside Cemetery
hill and laughed at the crazy White People
settling where floodwaters always came.
The Kinsley Library has documented
early flooding in the following years:

1879

1906

1910

1884

1907

1912

1905

1908

1917

C.

1906 - Harry Schnatterly home, 1014 Marsh Ave.

Edwards County Historical Society collection photograph

Bob Henderson came here and
homesteaded in the early days.
His first home was a dugout.
History tells us that the dugout
was fine until North Coon came
up and Mr. Henderson had to
put his calves on the table to
keep them from downing.
Edwards County Centennial Book, p. 228
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From the Kinsley Mercury, July 5, 1884

Coon Creek, Kinsley Kan, June 18, 1912

Kinsley Library Collection

“Very Few towns are so situated as to be placed at such a disadvantage as Kinsley….
Here practically the whole north, east, and south parts of town have been under water since the terrific
downpour…. Coon Creek which ordinarily is a scarcely discernible ribbon of water, at times , vanishing
altogether and always remaining within the bounds of decency in its behavior, overflowed its banks, and in
an astonishingly short time was running in torrents along the streets and alleys of the city…. In some of the
farm homes along the Arkansas valley things were in worse shape even than In town, the first floor of many
houses being under water and some of the houses loosened from their foundations. … Mr. Wiggins was with
another gentleman riding in a buggy along the street which was very badly flooded. At that point there is a
culvert over which they could pass with safety, but on each side of which the water stood seven or eight feet
deep. As bad luck would have it, they missed this culvert and plunged into the deep water, where for a time
it seemed that men and horse would all be drowned. Mr. Wiggins’ companion, however, cut the harness,
and hanging to the horse was carried to safety, and immediately summoned help. Everybody was willing to
lend assistance, but owing to the depth of the water, those who first came to his aid
were unable to reach him, with the result that he was left standing on the buggy
seat in water reaching his waist for considerably over an hour. Finally Ed Matheny
approached him on horseback near enough to throw him a rope, and clinging to
this, he was dragged through the water and rescued.”
Kinsley Mercury September 21, 1906

