
The 1930s 
Brought the drought of the Dust Bowl Era  

 

   Canal Project Plans for Return of Rain 

 

A plan to use Federal relief money administered by the National 
Recovery Administration would have put men to work during the 
Depression digging a 7,177 foot drainage canal between the Big 
Coon Creek and the Arkansas River. 

 

The City Commissioners declined 
to get behind the project and the 
attempt failed. 

     Kinsley Graphic 
            October 19, 1933 

“It is a great need for the city to be protected from floods, 
and would have brought much work to men who need it.” 

 

A similar diversion project was  
suggested in 2002 but the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
determined the project would not 
adequately address the flooding 
concerns in the community and 
funding was not available. 
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