RAINMAKING

During the 1950s this area experienced another drought.

The follow were articles in Kinsley Mercury on May 19, May 17, and 24.

OffICIal bf Water Resources Deve qpmeﬁ
Corp. Wl]l Speak Everyone Invited to ;_
Attend Meetmg m H S. Audltanum

{ Edwards unty farmers wi meet in the Kmsley high :
scflool auditoriuth’ Monday night at. eight o’clock to hear -
?{ about rain-making. A rep1 esentative of the Water Resourges |
i Deve]opment Corp. will be at the: meeting to e'(plam how :
. I : clqudﬁ al«(ek;‘seeded” ‘;wt? s%l‘g}elr xg(i;de &o c(zims'et al}? }é ;
1~ Leo Copp, president o e wards County: Farm B
Klns ey Mercury requ, has called the meeting. Everyone is invited to attend |
If farmers are in favor of joining with other counties sout
and west of here, meetings for each tovmsh;p will be he
M a 10 1951 {following the general meeting. Other cotinties in the organ
y ) ization that Edwards county has been invited to join, haj
already orgamzed so ithis county will have to act at once b
otder to join the organization. i
More than 75 per cent of the farmets in }\loxm county|

h‘we 51gned for the rain. service, according to I\enth Sherer
of Mullmvn]le

P

particles was begup four years' |
ago. In early experiments clouds: !
were sceded by airplane, but now
the seeding is doné by using: gen- :
erators on the gmund :

Other counties ‘in the organiza-' !
tion that Edwards ¢ounty has been . |
asked to join are.Kiowa, Meade, :
Clark, - Comanche, Barbcr. Ford
and several vountiesiin Oklahoma. ' !
John Briggs, Protectxon rancher. |
who has helped orgdnize this dis-! |
trict, will be at the mLehng he&‘e !
Monday night. ‘ : ‘




Kinsley Mercury, May 17, 1951

An inch of molstur
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county rather than for an
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in raising their money. If: K:oWalthaﬂ from {the 710“}1 i
and Ford counties do not cqmmete osgible:

their arrangements it will be im- 2}
possible for Edwards county: ito-
join as this county is at the marth
and east edge of the district. Mr;

- : t:
ing that the Texas and Okl::n;nxzs thmk they !can mcreas

“Cloud seedmg started ‘with the i
use of dry ice scattered with the
Bmggs
saidl “The strip co&/ered by rain| do about ‘the
would be just as wide as tie strip] .»
covered by the plane, For 15 yehrs| the farmers of th | count:
it has been known_that rain could enter this di
be prodaced by using dry iée;| For have! rain at’a ‘time! that w;
three years is has been known that| raisers of pifalfa |seed. Fo
rain could be produced by sending reasdn we jhave! nefused t
crystals into’ the| Einney county m‘tq the mst
from generators on the' far, o1 ¥
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o cast or put in newspapers as the

| fered now there must be cloudd’

‘| other countiés in contracting for||

i will he made to inerease -the irami-

i farmers in.the organization® can:

3 e
storm clouds in the winter time i

He' quoted Dr Knck as sayn
that where a cloud has been seed: |
ed several times as, it cros%eg
big section .of the United § tgs,‘3 3

the amount’ of rain following!

seeding has increased with
sceding and that only two per
of the moisture in the cloud :
obtained after several seeding
“Dr; Krick’s organization i¢
make it rain opt of a clear sky b
not on a’commercial basis,! {\
Briggs said. *As the service is:

B
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e
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make it rain and the direction t
clouds are . moving cannot
changed.”

“I think this plan \\m wonk“
we give Dr. Krick an opportunity,
Mr. Briggs said. He told of f
large Bell ranch in New 'Mexicol
tngaging <this service with:
beneficial results until tuduy
entire state of New Mexico
under contract. The Bell! rar&c\)

e

paid $30,000 for the service itself
the first year. ;

“If Edwards: county )UXU. the
Dr. Krick's secrvice, ' an (TN‘!’A\A)‘
fall from 40 to 100 percent,’” Mp.
Briggs said. “A non-profit organis
zation will be formed so thaj th

not be sued.” He went on td say
that Dr. Krick’s company carrie
a million dollar policy to protect:
from suits but so far:the compan
has not been sued by aryore get
ting rain when they did not wan
it.

The cost to Edwards county l
join in contracting for-this.servie
will be about 114 cents per acre o
$5,800. This will be raised oniia
voluntary basis if the coumv de
cides to go ahead.

George Eslinger was tho onh il
farmer present at the . me(tmg
who voted "against the rain servs
ice. He said that he is_ interested,
in raising alfalfa seed ‘and wants.
dry weather during the summer i
develop the seed.

Mr. Briggs explained thdt the
generators resemple a self-fed;'
forge. Coke mxpregnated with; sil4}|’
ver iodide crystals is burned fl‘x ’
the forge which has a forced dra
The crystals are so minute andvso !
light that they rise to the hexgl«hh :
of the clouds and then spread o i

Questions and Answers !

Mr. Briggs asked those present|’
to ask questions with the follow: -
ing questions and answers: 5 3

Q. How will the weather mf
mation be distributed?

A. That is to be worked out.
It will be up to each county organs|:
ization to decide how they will
handle it. Solicitors should be Vew f
careful to get correct names and
addresses in taking subsecriptions
to ‘the ‘service. It is probable that -
regnlar reports will be  mailed
sutbsceribers and that arrmgeman
can be made to have the subscyi
ers called in case an unusual st
is approaching. Under: the'law
weather reports cannot ‘be broal

government has ‘a. monopoly ‘m
that. -
Q.. Will_ thére be any winter!
seeding? We have been short of |
‘moisture during the winter, o{ late
years:
A, There will be no seed"
the winter time unless it is aut!
ized. Many times when the

would do more harm than good as

Go to second column
In the first box
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The fire siven 4ny
o past week-——‘%atl d y{ dnd. ’I‘qe,sdav mghtb. ,
. The riven thgentened to ({ome to town Satu :
l>ut Coon creek wag able to take care of the wate
flood dld not e\ten nmth of 'the creek m town,
! TPQQdav mgm 001 creeic O\ev’ﬂo\\ed coVe‘l |

of¢ the north nnd‘ t parts qf town. Four or:
were quuuated 'I“\zerhy nigh | l)y W orl\eu; whé

\Until 1952

Abundant Rains
Cause Less Interest
In “Rain Making™ -
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Kmsmg of money. m :‘b . lmd humsdy np Sam ()0\(1 hmded Q. repc le par ty,
“rain maker” has been ppstpon L jusing thé I\llfﬂb?)ﬂ‘ roW boat. Mrs. Edith Nolde and three ¢hil:
‘\,m)tll f}}x:ll il ;f }951{10‘;; g‘t’irodéﬂg to s | dren were mxcued f} om, their homo just north of the meoln i
hn ¥gs o0 :
was clecto chairman of th grade school building. One of the children was. ill m bed. The ’
posc(tl “rair]l"deglsltl:lctg Om ;1:; ' family was t‘*l ten to the Kinsley hotel. = 4 :

counties ‘inclu he' ra i ;
trict only one had raised i B Because of l)uxlt.up highivays flood water ame mto
ta—that ~was. Mr. Brigg's e B - T town lin a . d)i’fd nt way than lt
“Kiowa and Barver countids fiua|( i |SATURDAY FrLoOD NoTEs coming nth o, £ oo redly
! {hag | R fleo \ ow 1
raised half “of their quota;l 1 11 Flood] water wag ‘twd ' inches and nkénh\wat causddii trouble in:
townships in the east half ; 3 - [higher at the sauth bridge ithan it the north part of ‘town|soon after:
owa county had raised their - dwas in 1949—measured by a mﬂl ‘dark Tuesday night, Regular Con
ey but: the townships in: the e ast in a tree. Lk sreek soon dumped:some| water ihe |
half of the county had: not; l —— to Dry. Coon creek tol nakeit !
. ve'rl‘si'uacctol:ghcs in the Tg\ag and d The cxeatfwaa at 11 pon. Sa(ur- “\i] quite rapid. | l"f ‘
> e | jday—11.42 f¢ : Water was' all o My ih avan e
Oklahoma panhandle that W“'e tolt [ By noon Sunday—i0. ‘)7 ft } this ‘morning buc Imm he eregk :.
be associnted with Kansas:j s|n L2 p.m. Sunday—1088 fti | {bridge on Niles ‘avenue south| gn
:\lfzs;dlsn ctohuemdlst“l;;c: g}f;ewﬁg(;:] Ed: ? Fi ; o ‘1 { [highway 183 _tl;ue iwag liconsiders
corner have ixgned a contra T £: The county engineer w ‘IL make a :‘}l})ie rfvﬁi“'-.ﬁ;flu‘g‘ﬁ"’? :ne'b 1l\rrlerf‘r:’r?¢;
'rain service. f ‘ complete report | on  the: damage creek are ‘bbth way down his
All money already raised done, to property, cigps, ete. Cop- morning. Water has beeth flowing
b dy d th ¥ h g txes will be sent 'to ithe’ Army en- e the eresk from the| river dt
e returned and the men wha have gineérs {and the| county commiss §yp idgel | g
done the work and incurred éx: ioners. | ; the Niles avenue b dge!lsince Sat-:
penses will pay all the expenses; | Stoners. i . iurday inight.; ! Iy é
1 i 4 ! [ Pk Hart add
eN:‘rt }E:l%vise kto da Meuury repolt Ten army enginegrs from the ;ditfi{::”&mfhén nto}i% A, paa;tt adt
: Albuque}que N.IM. “héadquarters | ¢ . ‘1 |
] town did considerable wyik to di
were “in| Kinsley | Friday &nd Sat- | along ithe road that! goes alon
urday. Two men were stationed atithe city limits at: the e:\qst edgge of
the east river bridge those two the addition ;but water| lcame in )
. days to measure [the ‘spéed of the from the west finally. ‘Wat i
APEEY ne ¥ aterdi
KInS|ey Mercu ry rwer and the qu‘mt‘bY ;Of water. 'lnot enter any of the ljo' ges in thel!
| o i additian’ but flawed in ithe alldy J
’I‘he army engineers bt ught a jistreets and yards. Undexﬂow caus- i
Ma 24 195 1 thousand sacks to Kin dley ‘Satur- |jé éd many ﬂoor fur‘naces ta be mva- ;
y ’ day morning to be used iin mak- ed. | ey |
mgsandbags ] | o T il
Eningt B TUESDAY F‘LOOD NOTES ' ||}
do Sand fbatghs were pl at the - Chester Bidleman: 16ft) his- home|
| South gark © diy auditdriom ‘m the evening Tepn: Omp g b
e i e :evening) Tuesdhy evenil i
—0— : was gone only a khorlz time, %V}\e
Ai ote ‘time Sat ‘ni ht he sta;ted ta return & |eblvert) o
there weére: four men’ statﬁone ‘@t lithe iropd had -washed JJF and’h
the east river bridge represem— was | fareed to find' 2 Yoad ¢
ing ithree different govéinmental | his plqce. ... Vérn Fisher| sef a| !

agencies. Two were from the army
engineers departnient at A baque;-
que, one| from the Geological su

vey, : which department\k eps ]

gauge at the east river: b;ndge all
the: txme. and the other w s from
a state department. |11 /| i 1lapg

‘gauge on the south bank| of Cdo ‘
lcreek pear the bﬂdgénld}puiM?;?. g
lAve. He reported 8 xais liof abouty
inch an hour from: tah o'¢lbck | °
unql arwr‘tyvo og:l‘ k! | W :
morning. Wat was| lup:
ing at the ties albmzlih |Sant:




