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North Coon and South Coon. In 1973, south
of Spearville had seven inches of rain, and
that’s where the South Coon begins. North
of Offerle had six inches of rain,
and that’s where the North Coon
begins. They both hit town at the
same time.” Marvin Ryan

2) Installed gauging stations in creeks and river

3) Redrew map to remove floodway designation for the south “When | was on the city commission, we were doing the

part of town and allow for new construction - remapping and we didn’t get as much as we’d have
. N W Ty T T 3| liked....The city has put in drain tubes or drain culverts to
4) Redrew floodplain map to remove some areas

put the water back into Coon Creek and a large diversion
Sl 5) Constructed two diversion channels to take the flood waters 218 ) (2 PSS SRS I B G A L)
o 1 i ) o th which can carry a great amount of water. It is
2 from business district and from 5 Street out to Coon Creek.
6) Cleaned vegetation and debris from creeks

“l insisted they move all of our furniture into Bob’s
parents’ garage on 7th Street. We even took the
doors off and the cabinet doors. We saved a lot
because we did have 11” or 12”water in our
house. Then we were afraid the water was going
to run through his parents’ garage, so we moved
our furniture into their living room,
and it sat there for 3 or 4 weeks.
But we saved everything!”

Nancy Weidenheimer
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also designed with a gate that the water can go
out but can’t go back in, in case it ever runs
backwards again.” Charles Schmitt
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v | - They were in cages, so everything was moved out, and we all
camped at Mother’s.” Virginia Gleason

“The ‘71 flood was just rain after rain after rain....Every creek in this
county was flooded. Bridges was out. All the bridges was jammed
with trees. It took us over a year to clean the bridges out and repair
damages. But that was the worst I've ever seen because the whole
county was flooding at that time.” Kenny Dupree

Storm water runoff conveyance ditch on Elizabeth Street
Kinsley Library Photo

“The ditch that is just east of here on Elizabeth Street has helped our street
“In the early ‘70’s, the city built a dike west of my house to help divert that water to the north. because it used to flood every time it rained. Our gutters would be full, way
R e r el B o A few years ago, they redid the highway... and the contractor cut that berm down up over the gutters, almost up to the drive a few times. Now, we don’t have
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Virginia Gleason

Doug Burr
“In’71, | had bought the ground in the

west part of town to build a new meat
processing plant. In’71, the North
Coon Creek flooded, and we marked on
a power line pole out there the high
water mark. Then when we got ready
to build, we built it a foot above that
mark on the pole. Then in ’73 both
Coon Creeks flooded. It got right up to
the sidewalk on my plant. We
sandbagged, but we really didn’t
need to; it didn’t get in.”

Harold Burkhart

“Within the city limits, the city participates in the flood program, but the
county does not. | had a home outside of the city limits by less than a mile
that we had four offers on this last year. Three of them fell
through because ... you couldn’t get flood insurance. No bank
could loan on it. Finally the buyer was somebody with
cash...That does hurt residential areas outside the city limits.”

John Ploger

“Having the flood plain regulations in place sometimes can be an

impediment to people building things they’d like to, but what | want people to

understand is, in my time, there’s never been anybody who wanted to build something and
couldn’t. It just simply means the way you build it and perhaps the cost of it will increase somewhat.
We will work with anybody to help them build whatever they would like.... We are like all
communities. Our economy has changed drastically over the last 50 years.... So we fight
the battle that all small communities are fighting and these flood plains regulations
sometimes make that battle even more difficult.” Jay Dili

e, 258, Ty s “Water was just shooting out of the storm drains,
min - . .
there was so much pressure in the storm drains

“We had a gentleman in the hospital who was really, really ill. it erTel sl e
When they got ready to take him out, he had to be taken out by

ambulance. Our ambulance at that time was McKillip’s hearse!

A doctor in Spearville decided that he could take another lady.

They ended up taking her out in one of the sand .
trucks from the county. She got in the front with =
the guy because they were afraid the water was

going to be too high.” Judi McKinney

-

“l think it was a major cleanup because there was so much
debris.... It was just an awesome mess....there was water in
the yard....The basement was full of water, old straw, nasty,
nasty stuff. My husband had to shovel it out; there was no
other way to get it out.” Susan Mathes

KANSAS

“The map was built so that more areas of our community could come out.... We could annually do at least one project
to show the community that we are continually working on addressing our issue....There are small things as well as
large things that could be done. ...You would just remap the area that would be impacted.” Marsha Bagby
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June 21, 1965 - Cleaning up sediment and debris at 909
E. Fifth Street after the flood (Photo - Virginia Gleason)

September 27, 1973 - Flood waters from Big Coon Creek near 10th Avenue and Briggs Street (City of Kinsley Photo)




